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oyou're not reading OfRoader or 41 4 - =
rine! This is Sreer Rod Pickwps, amd 1his '__: 14
tory began cight months ago with what 1 - I

Whought was o wrong phone call or somebody’s .

practical ,ff_ Written by
"Hi. My name is Gerry Carlson of Carlson’s

Classics. [ live in Kalispell, Montans, and | resiore fﬂﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂw

Jaguars. 1was reading Sreet Rod Pickups magarine, Traresn  lalonsy

| thirk to myself, "Did | hear right? He does what?
And he reads hot rod magazines ool

"F'm going o build a truck for an oul-al-lown
client, named John Kane,” Gerry begins. "This truck
mass mect John's unigue criteria, First, it must look
like a bot rodl, Yo know, sit right. Next, it has to
perform on command o8 and off-moad, I'm
comsidering an 5-10 chassis, with a 400-cubic inch

y Ford.” Mow Gerry hss my full atsention . |




BIG SKY FORTY 4x4

wWell, 1there kove bevn wevernl
mcdifitiomal phone calls since then
regarding Joha Kane's pickup rsk. The
resiorer and the hol modded confmibe 140
tnlk about the Hig '-i-.:. Foriy 4 X 4. H vou
were bocavesdrop, you coubdni el the
restorer fromm ihe modder, | get lots o
pholos and vileokaped progress repors

This Forty Ford pickup, wrpped
el & mawbifie] CES Chesrodst 5-100
Blazer four-wheel drive chassis, will be

1he resioli of 23080 hoiers o estimabad

The frame, fronf 10 back and
upside down. The 12
EEIENAI0N PECBIVED MW
sides and iop plies. Gerry ia
matadinring for ke batbom
frame exiension. The
pxisting 510 cross mamber
showin will e lowaned 107
el 15 retain & dessnl bl
rod stance. Holg: (here ane
few verlical welds; most ol
it welds have rounched
sdos. This alavimes
eracking due ko vertical
shress, H you havenl seen a
shock 510 Chassis, you
wouldnl know how
axianiig Tha irame
modifications ane.

The frame is cul and
exiended 12°.Small
#OuarD fubing |5 weldod
In placs inmporsrrily,

io keap everyihing
square. The frame rall in
1Fatr Dachground shows
It comgplele slrelching,
DOnee the caniar of tha
framse was slrolched the
spproprisls amount
Garry lusmeedd his atlention
1o i BuEpEndion
moimling poleis

The exterslon for the torshon Bar on
[hem e A mimm




Erljlll_l ol Dy Ben TR wili) [aCu Ioi &
tnal ML Mech aflonbon was devoled 10 P
piacement of tho ongng mlave 1o e honl
dlfloroniial, The sngiss @ oflsal 1712 nckes
i M g of ChRar |pREMDNON dal. Al tha
pont Goery, ghos nitiel thought 1o tha
frewall e &5 placoment

labor. Stretching the 5-10 (mme fwelve
inches and nasrowing it o bit just behind
the front wheels sccommaodaies ihe'
pickap c¢ab. The streich nequived the frond
torsid Beads (o be extended af the poant
where they conmect (o the lower A amms
Ancdher ol Johs's feguanements 15 o=l he-
ity Tour wheel dove, which lets him go
from two- b0 [our-wheel drive [rom the
cub whale crusiee

|:I1]-.|_'|_'p|||g wilh the hod mxl theme
Gemy meploced the 5-10s Wb widh &
mighty 0-cubic-inch Ford Big block.
B&M Machine Shop of Soath Dalota
Buielt ks heauty, The black wis sguane
boced #o the crankskall and halanced 1o
within 1/ of o gram. The heads were

Thee cormploded rames sl hionl umperdess.  Tha ot rame rals
iR Shomanad o conliim B I ofiginal | fimeaions ol B B0 body
Wap pd e etenaen hipma  meafatons, Acame 55 6l & &
siiprmd whan he Slseery Do domansd e ongnal Gosson

Gy wert 5o predl esngihs not 0 changs much of the ongnal B8-10 Fromm fhe AighE o cHn Gew e DOy ol B5 O meew [ S T
ChaGed Qiwainy, The Wl shook ioeon, oen WD0wE T upmes B The squans fehing wifana the body and provides maw mouning
T, D Ooiibde ps ong londed Mmounts poenis. A nde rans wnned hes also boon formod

Closa-pp of the nikal ras nne Gnd body sub-irams
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BIG SKY FORTY 4x4

The firewall and compiole Boor wone constuctsd bom 15 gauge cold-rmled  sisel Gairy fonds o one of mary misge datals
Peche ol he Mook enging PEs now beon
roplaced  with tha BEM Machine-bull 345 hp
= 4500 rpm powwiplend  The mdaior ooes
EERGT  ME0 supporis B nskte ooy

+ fonder wols
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